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'Flurry of events to help
shul celebrate 150th

BY DOREEN WACHMANN

‘| SEPTEMBER, the first

month of the Heritage
Season to mark the 150th
|| anniversary of Princes
Road Synagogue, fin-
ished with a flurry of
events.

On Monday, September 16,
medieval Jewish studies
soholar Oy
detailed the history of the
Benas family o&n!pl&:tial

0 and-
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well as-of Liverpool Jewry,

"Benas' donations
recorded on board"

who were members of the
shul.

Prussian-born Louis Benas
(1820-1890) established himself
‘as a banker in Liverpool in
1865.

He was a campaigner for
the full polifical emancipa-
tioh*of British Ji ews.
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His son,.-Baron Louis Benas
(1844-1914), played a leading
role in the shul, as well as in
the Liverpool Literary and
Philosophical Society-

He wrote the Records of the
Jews of Liverpool in 1899. His
son, Bertram Benjamin
Baron Benas (1880-1968),
wrote a follow-up to his
Iath?r's historical work.

REFUGEES DISCUSSION: Shirley Makin, ' L3,
with Rabbl David Mason o€ his tall on refugers "co" Road Synagogue,

SPECIAL VISITOR: Joshua Rozenberg and Robin Makin

« %alk an

“migration-themed ovent, Dr
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Heritage Season organiser
Robin Makin, who spoke
about some of the people
whose donations to the build-
ing of the synagogue are fea~-
tured on the boards in the
synagogue foyer, said:
“Benas’ donations are record-
ed on the board. They were
heavily involved with the
congregation.”

Also at the meeting Dr Lee
RKendadl, ‘of Tiiverpool Uni-

*versity, gave an illustrated

Toresit aspects of
society. ok o

On Sunday, September 22,
glggoay?abgogi;e hosted a jazz
ert by singer and
Jédomy Sassqon on me
. clansof Jewish-Origin’, :
~0On #irs following day in a

Kendall spoke about the
extensive range of migrant
communities in Liverpool.
Historian of Viotorian
Anglo-Jewry, Dr Hannah
‘Ewence, of Ohester Universi-
ty, covered the theme of man-
aging disease during the era
of Jewish mass migration.

Mr Makin showed some“of
the work of draughtsman,
printer, engraver and lithog- .
rapher John Raphael Isaac
(1809-1870), who was a member
of Liverpool Old Hebrew Con- ;
Ation. " e

This meeting-was followed
on Tuesday, September 24 by
a talk on refugees by Rabbi
David -~ Mason, executive
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director of HIAS+JCORE,
which provides a Jewish voice
on asylum and refugee issues.

He explained the Jewish
values behind supporting
those seeking asylum and
refuge in our country, quot-
ing from Biblical and other
Jewish texts.

He said: “With the engaged
audience, we moved from the
beautiful synagogue sanctu-
ary to the adjoining meeting
room to continue a discus-
sion about the modern issues
facing refugees today and
what can be done to ease their
lives and futures.

"It one of my organisation’s
goals to engage with Jewish
communities acrpss Britain,
80 it wag great to come to
Liverpocl and share our
approach, as well as hearing
some fascinating and con-
structive views from those

'Charity is a
super theme'

who attended.

= am sure that
HIAS+JCORE will return to
Liverpool.”

Visitors to the historic syn-
agogue during September
included legal commentator
Joshua Rozenberg, who was in
Liverpool for the Labour Con-
ference. He is the husband of

~Jewish Telegraph columnist
“Melanie Phillips.

The Heritage Season con-
tinues on Monday (2.16pm)
with Dr Kendall, Mr Makin
and ketuba expert Naomi
Hoyland speaking on mar-
riage and mourning at
Princes Road Synagogue.

Next Wednesday (6.30pm)
Professor Debra Morris, of
Liverpool University, and
United Synagogue director of
education Rabbi Michael
Laitner will speak on the his-
torical, legal and Jewish
aspects of charity.

Mr Makin said: “Charity is
a super theme between Rosh
Hashana and Yom-Xippur. We
are hoping to attract stu-
dents to the event.”
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